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Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this thesis was to explore the incidence of homi¬
cides committed by and to Blacks in Atlanta, Georgia for the years 1970
to 1976. The study examined such variables as race of victim, race of
assailant, relation of assailant to victim, motive, weapon used and
the date the homicide occurred.
Problem
The study developed initial insights into the area of homicide
among Blacks. Questions which were addressed included the impact of the
race of the victim on the race of assailant, the impact of sex of the
victim and sex of the assailant, race of assailant and motive, race of
assailant and weapon and also race of assailant and relation.
Methodology
A conceptual apparatus was devised from the social problems orien¬
tation within the field of sociology and from the review of literature,




On the basis of the data gathered the following findings have
been noted: There is a strong relationship between race of assailant
and race of the victim. Secondly, there is also a relationship between
sex of assailant and sex of the victim, with males killing a high per¬
centage of males and females. Also, there is a relationship between
race of victim and assailant and familiarity, with Black assailants kil¬
ling a greater percentage of known victims than whites. Among both
groups. Black and white, it was found that domestic homicide is the
most frequently occurring homicide, in addition there is little differ¬
ence between Blacks and whites with respect to the method of inflicting
homicide. Both groups kill by using guns.
Conclusion
For the years 1970 to 1976, it was found that a large percent of
Blacks in Atlanta were killing members of their own race for reasons
that were not characteristically different from those of white assailants.
The study found that Blacks largely killed those personswho were familiar
to them, one of the more salient findings of this investigation. Al¬
though the data utilized in this study do not lend themselves to an
explanation of why this does occur, it does suggest that additional re¬
search in this area is highly merited. Future research is also needed
in the area of firearms and their availability and finally their impact
on the incidence of homicide in the Black community.
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The history of the United States is replete with violence of which
the American Revolution, the Civil War and the Vietnamese War are per¬
tinent examples.^ Homicide, a manifestation of the tradition of violence
in America, has become an area of increasing concern in our time. Ac¬
cording to Vital and Health Statistics information in 1970, homicide con¬
stituted 9*1 percent of all deaths in the United States, the highest per-
2
centage reflected most dramatically in the Black community. Moreover,
the commission of homicide by and against Blacks has always baffled social
scientists. As early as 1932 Brearley made the observation that "the
homicide rate for colored persons is almost seven times more than it is
for whites. For the decade 1918-1927, the mean annual homicide rate for
the vital statistics registration area in the continental United States
was 5-32 deaths among the whites for each 100,000 population while for the
colored races it was 36.93 deaths per 100,000 population." Let us con¬
sider current homicide percentages for the state of Georgia for the years
^Richard Maxwell Brown, "Historical Patterns of Violence in America,'
in The History of Violence in America eds., Hugh Graham and Ted Gurr (New
York, 1969), p. 75.
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U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Vital Statisties
of the United States, 1970 Vol. 2. Mortality. pt. B. Tables 1-6.





Table 1 shows the deaths by homicide for the state of Georgia for
years 1970 to 1973. In 1970 homicides constituted 2 percent of all
causes of death. Of all deaths among whites, homicide accounted for 0.9
percent and of all deaths among Blacks, homicides accounted for 4.4
percent. Of the total deaths occurring among males, homicide constituted
2.9 percent and of the total deaths among females, homicides accounted
for 0.9 percent. Thus we find that homicides are found more frequently
among males rather than females and among Blacks than whites.
In 1971 there was a slight increase in homicides as a percentage
of the total causes of death. Of the deaths occurring among whites, 1
percent were homicides and of the deaths among Blacks, 4.6 percent were’
homicides. Of the deaths occurring among males, 3 percent were homicides
and of the deaths experienced by females 0.9 percent were homicides. Here
we find that the percentage of homicides did increase with the exception
of the total deaths occurring among females, in which the percentage of
homicides remained stable. Once again we find that homicide percentages
of Blacks exceeded those of whites; males exceeded those of females.
In 1972 homicide percentages continued to increase, showing 2.3
percent as a proportion of all deaths. Again percentages increased in
all categories with the exception of white females who maintained a per¬
centage of 0.5.
In 1973 there was a slight decline in homicides as percentage of
all deaths to 2.2 percent. Homicides as a percentage of deaths occurring
among white males declined to 1.5 percent, while the percentage of homi¬
cides as a proportion of the deaths occurring among white females showed
TABLE 1
HOMICIDES AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL CAUSES OF DEATH; GEORGIA, 1970 TO 1973
1970 1971 1972 1973
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
Homicides
Total 2.0 2.9 0.9 2.1 3.0 .9 2.3 3.2 1.0 2.2 4.1 1.1
White 0.9 1.3 0.5 1.0 1.4 .5 1.2 1.6 .5 1.1 1.5 0.6
A11 other 4.4 6.7 1.8 4.6 6.9 2.0 vn • o 7.2 2.1 4.9 7.3 2.2
SOURCE; U.S, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Vital Statistics of the United
States 1970, 1971» 1972, 1973. Vol. 2. Mortality, pt. B, Tables 7-6.
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a slight increase. In addition, there was an increase in the percentage
of homicides as a percentage of the total deaths occurring among both
Black males and Black females, with 7.3 percent showing the proportion
of homicides in all causes of death for Black males and 2.2 percent
representing the percentage of deaths which occurred over all causes
among Black females.
One observation that can be made is that homicide percentages in¬
creased consistently among Blacks for the years 1970 to 1973 while there
was a slight fluctuation with respect to whites. Now let us proceed with
an examination of homicides as a percentage of all deaths in Atlanta
and Fulton County for the years 1970 to 1973» as illustrated in Table 2.
TABLE 2
HOMICIDES AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL DEATHS: ATLANTA AND
FULTON COUNTY 1970 TO 1973
1970 1971 1972 1973
Atlanta
All Deaths 5869 5526 5508 5588
Homicides 4.22 4.41 4.50 5.00
Fulton County
A11 Deaths 6264 5934 5964 6012
Homicides 3.75 3.79 4.30 4.45
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Vital
Statistics of the United States 1970, 1971, 1972 and 1973* Vol. 2,
Mortality, pt. B., Tables 7-9.
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Table 2 shows a continual increase in the percentage of homicides
occurring both in Atlanta and Fulton County, with Atlanta—an urban area
leading Fulton County in the incidence of homicides.
These data show that from the years 1970 to 1973 homicides increased
in both Fulton County and Atlanta, with Atlanta having the greater per¬
centage of homicides throughout. It would appear that high rates of
homicide are still prevalent today.
Therefore, it is the objective of this study to investigate the ,
incidence of homicide among Blacks in Atlanta from 1970 to 1976. The
data utilized herein were obtained from police records from the Homicide
Division of the Atlanta Police Department. These data provide informa¬
tion on the race of the victim, sex of victim, race of assailant, motive,
weapon used, relation of assailant to the victim (whether or not they
were known to each other at the time of the homicide), and the year in
which the crime took place. In this study primary emphasis will be
placed on the assailant with respect to race, sex, motive, relation to
the victim (familiarity) and the weapon used.
Overview of the Study
Chapter II will include a survey of theoretical perspectives within
the field of sociology dealing with social problems and homicide. This
information will provide a framework within which to review previous
empirical studies. This chapter will also include the review of previous
1iterature.
Chapter III will include a description of operational concepts and
definitions and also the presentation of data.
Chapter IV will contain the conclusions of the study and the impli¬
cations for future research.
CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIAL PROBLEMS
This chapter will be concerned with theoretical perspective on
social problems within the field of sociology. An attempt will be made
to show the extent to which these theories have shaped orientations
toward the phenomenon of homicide. Lastly, this chapter will present
the previous literature on Black homicides.
There are five perspectives which describe and explain social
problems: social pathology, social disorganization, value conflict
4
approach, deviant behavior and labeling theory. Let us now examine the
social pathology perspective.
The social pathology model presumes that society operates in a
"normal" fashion. Society is also viewed as an organism with needs and
requisites to be fulfilled—a relatively old analogy within the field of
sociology. Society is viewed as comparable to a biological organism
which "experiences conditions of health and ill-health."^ A condition of
health or normality is an ideal state with all parts operating in harmony.
Ill health or abnormality on the other hand, is the breakdown of the soci¬
alization process, i.e., the process through which members of the society
4
Earl Rubington and Martin Weinburg, eds., The Study of Social




learn what is expected of them and obtain the knowledge which enables
them to participate fully as members of the group or the larger society.
Thus, when the socialization process fails and vital information has been
improperly transmitted by agents of socialization (namely members of the
family or one's group), criminal behavior ensues.
In short, individuals or social arrangements are viewed as healthy
if the expectations of the society are adhered to while persons or situ¬
ations that diverge from moral expectations are regarded as sick and
therefore bad.^ Now let us examine the social disorganization theory.
Social disorganization theory holds that a failure to follow the
rule is disruptive to society. There are three ways in which social dis¬
organization manifests itself: normlessness, culture conflict and break¬
down. "With normlessness, no rules exist on how to act. With culture
conflict, at least two opposing sets of rules exist on how to act. . . .
Breakdown is a variation on this same theme. Here rules exist but con¬
formity to them either fails to produce the promised rewards or yields
punishments instead .... The root cause of social disorganization
is social change. As changes occur the parts of the social system get
out of tune with one another."^
Examples of types of social change which produce chaos are migra¬
tion, urbanization and industrialization. These factors entail abandon¬
ing former patterns of existence or lifestyle and supplanting old values
with new ones, a process which in some instances could produce a great




disorganization paradigm is "cultural lag" which occurs when "material
culture changes faster than nonmaterial culture, i.e., changes in customs
g
and rules tend to lag behind those in technology."
The third perspective that will be considered in the discussion on
social problems is the value conflict approach. Here social problems are
viewed as "social conditions that are incompatible with the values of some
group whose members succeed in publicizing a call for action. The root
causes of social problems are conflicts of values or interests. Various
groups because they have different interests, find themselves in opposi¬
tion. Once opposition crystallizes into conflict, a social problem is
born. . . . The value conflict perspective suggests three ways in which
social problems arising out of clashing interests and values may be
9
resolved: consensus, trading and naked power."
A fourth perspective is the deviant behavior approach. From this
point of view, social problems "reflect violations of normative expecta¬
tions. Behavior or situations that depart from norms are deviant. The
cause of deviant behavior lies in inappropriate socialization. . . . The
principal solution for deviant behavior is to resocialize by increasing
meaningful primary group contact with legitimate patterns of behavior
and reduce meaningful primary group contact with illegitimate patterns
of behavior.Subsumed under this perspective is the theory of differ¬
ential association which contends that individuals learn deviancy through
association with deviant persons or conditions.






tral to the labeling perspective is the notion that social problems and
deviance exist in the eye of the beholder. This school of thought seizes
upon subjective determinants in situations where persons come to be called
deviant. The cause of a social problem is ultimately the attention it
receives from the public or from social control agents, for social re¬
actions cannot occur until the alleged behavior or situation is recog¬
nized. This approach views evaluating the existing system of defining
and labeling persons, as a viable situation.”^^
Review of Literature
The source of available literature is highly diversified in the
area of homicides among Blacks. As early as 1906, a study entitled
"The Scientific and Sociological Study. . .An Inquiry Into the Crime
Question" was conducted by H. T. Kealing. The central finding of this
study was that crime is concomitant with subordinate status in America.
"The chief matrix of crime among Negroes lies in the social, religious,
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political and economic repression practiced against them." Guy Johnson
also alluded to this theme in his study entitled "The Negro and Crime."
He noted that "the most important fact about the relation of the Negro
1 3
to American society is his subordinate status." The study focused on
the differential treatment accorded Blacks by Southern courts in which




H. T. Kealing, "The Scientific and Sociological Study. . . An
Inquiry Into the Crime Question," (Baltimore, 1904), p. 15.
1 3
Guy Johnson, "The Negro and Crime," (Philadelphia, 1941), p. 93.
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The theme of social and economic oppression is a recurring one as
evidenced by a study conducted at Morehouse College entitled "Negro
Homicides in Atlanta . . . 1936-19^6." It concluded that homicides re¬
sulted from the laxity with which local officials prosecuted Blacks and
also stemmed from "the thwarting and daily suppression of the Negro's
14
right to self expression."
Alvin Poussaint also addressed the precarious existence of Blacks
in the United States in the book Why Blacks Kill Blacks in which he cites
feelings of powerlessness as the precipitating cause of violence among
Blacks. According to the Black psychiatrist "violence can become a po¬
tent drug for the oppressed. The individual derives a sense of power from
holding the fate of another being into his hands. Impulses are exaggera¬
ted in men who are hungry and out of work. Crime often becomes an outlet
for a desperate man struggling against a feeling of inferiority."^^
The previous studies would probably fall within the social dis¬
organization perspective in which culture conflict is a manifestation.
As the history of the Black experience bears out. Blacks as a people have
had one continuous interaction with the forces of institutionalized racism,
beginning with the "peculiar institutiori'of slavery and continued by the
blatant patterns of segregation and discrimination with respect to public
accommodations, private housing, jobs and health care.
This tradition points up a peculiar irony, that Blacks have been
denied access to the mainstream of American society; a society which on
14
"Negro Homicides in Atlanta: A Report Based Upon a Study of Homi¬
cides Among Negroes in Atlanta Conducted by the Department of Sociology at
Morehouse College for the NAACP, 1936-1946."
^^"Black on Black Crime," Ebony, Vol. 29 (November 1973)> PP* 200-201.
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the one hand espouses the egalitarian ideal of liberty, justice and the
pursuit of happiness for all and then removes the channels for pursuing
a good life on the other. Moreover, the defective principle of compe¬
tition and free enterprise is antithetical to the realization of the
greatest good for the greatest number. This is particularly applicable
to Blacks. Thus, we have seen that a great many of the studies pertain¬
ing to Black homicides fall within the social disorganization perspective.
Another illustration of this was a study conducted by Thomas
Pettigrew entitled "The Ecological Structure of Negro Homicide," in 1962.
Pettigrew's point of reference was the phenomenon of migration, a type of
social change which entails abandoning an established pattern of expec¬
tations and encountering new rules, which produce culture conflict.
Pettigrew found two correlates "homicidal culture (as measured by the
white homicide rates of the native states of Negroes and the percentage
of non-white males born out of state.The study also suggested that
"the Negro turns to homicide because he is often a product of a region
with a violent tradition and because he is often a migrant in a new and
threatening environment that makes it difficult for him to throw off his
18
cultural predeliction for homicide."
A consideration of Pettigrew's study reveals that it does form an
integral part of the social disorganization orientation to social problems.
The essential feature upon which the phenomenon of Black homicides rests
is migration. When groups migrate from rural to urban environments, there
^^Austin L. Porterfield, Cultures of Violence (Fort Worth, 1965)»
p. 197.
^^Thomas Pettigrew, "The Ecological Structure of Negro Homicide,"
American Journal of Sociology 67 (May 1962): 621.
^^Ibid., p. 629-
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is a fundamental alteration in the pattern of social relations. In a
rural setting, for example, social relations are regulated by common
sentiments and patterned expectations called norms. By comparison, in
an urban setting groups are bound together by contractual relations and
dissimilarities. As Stein notes, this change has very important ramifi¬
cations for social life. He stated that in his analysis of suicide,
Durkeim noted that "social differentiation releases men from group ties
and moral restraints only to leave them so isolated and without values
19
that confer meaning on life."
In light of Pettigrew's study one might interpret the phenomenon
of homicides as occurring concomitantly with the historical event of
migration among Blacks to the city and the subsequent breakdown of values'
and norms which would normally act to guide social relations. By impli¬
cation, homicides are committed by migrants or the new arrival who has
lost former communal ties (due to the rapid transition to urban life)
and who has been unable to abandon past propensities to kill.
Another study was conducted by Raymond Gastil entitled "Homicide
and Regional Culture of Violence." The study concluded that "high rates
of homicide are due to the degree of southernness in the culture of the
population of the states which accounts for more of the variation in homi-
20
cide rates than do other factors such as income and education." It was
also suggested that high homicide rates in the United States today are
related primarily to the persistence of southern cultural traditions
19
Maurice Stein, The Eclipse of Community (Princeton, I960), p. 18,
20
Raymond Gastil, "Homicide and Regional Culture of Violence,"
American Sociological Review 36 (June 1971)5 412.
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developed before the Civil War and subsequently spreading over much of
21
the country."
Marvin Wolfgang conducted a study on homicides in Philadelphia. In
his work Patterns of Criminal Homicide he noted that "Negro rates in
Philadelphia could not be accounted for on the basis of social class alone
that most murders are committed against persons known to their murderers
and often within the family; and that murderers and victims tend to be
engaged in criminal activity and living within a socially disturbed
22
milieu." .
Among the existing studies on Black homicide the available evidence
points up the fact that "persons live and act in families, cities, schools
play groups and gangs. These groups reflect community life and the com-
23
munity reflects larger cultural and social processes." Therefore, homi¬
cide among Blacks may be viewed as reflective of ingroup relations and
also the impact of the larger society within the group. The problem of
Blacks killing Blacks is inextricably bound to the inferior status ac¬
corded them in the United States. In addition. Black ingroup violence
is an aggressive response to culture conflict in which homicide is a mani¬
festation of stress. Moreover, homicide may be regarded as an adaptive
mechanism through which persons "respond to the success in attaining goals
24




stein. The Eclipse of Community, p. 18.
Porterfield, Cultures of Violence, p. 145.
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In light of the literature reviewed, it would appear that an in¬
vestigation of types of homicides and prevailing conditions which would
be indicative of stressful situations is highly warranted. It is in
this context that this study was undertaken.
CHAPTER III
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
This chapter will include definitions of the variables explored in
the study, a description of the data source and also the presentation
and analysis of data.
This study utilized data taken from the homicide records for Atlanta
in the years I960 to 1976 provided by the Homicide Division of the Atlanta
Police Department. These records consisted of individual suspects who
were arrested but not yet convicted in connection with a particular homi¬
cide. The information was compiled by indicating the race of victim,
race of assailant, sex of victim, sex of assailant, motive, weapon, status
of victim and assailant, i.e., relation (whether they were known or un¬
known to each other prior to the homicide) and the year in which the homi¬
cide took place.
The following are definitions of the concepts to be used in this
study.
Homicide will be defined as having occurred when a person
commits murder, when he unlawfully and with malice afore¬
thought, either expressed or implied, causes death of
another human being.25
Domestic homicide is a murder which is perpetrated by or
to a married person, member of a common law couple and
persons of immediate relation, namely mother and son,
sister and brother, daughters and fathers and also grand¬
parents inclusive.
25Georgia State Criminal Code, Title 26-1101 (a)
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A robbery related homicide is one that occurs in the con¬
text of theft.
A drunken homicide is one in which the perpetrator has been
intoxicated or has consumed alcoholic beverages prior to
the commission of homicide.
A sudden anger homicide is one which occurs spontaneously,
resulting from anger.
A narcotics related homicide is one in which the crime
involved the sale of drugs.
An emotional homicide is one in which the perpetrator acts
on the motive of revenge or hatred.
A horseplay homicide is one in which the perpetrator was
engaging in careless behavior prior to the incident of
homicide.
An unknown homicide is one in which the perpetrator was
unable to give a motive or rationalize the acts of homicide.
Other homicides are those homicides which did not appear
frequently enough to necessitate a separate distinction.
These involved such things as sexual abuse—rape, child
abuse, homicides involved in resisting arrest and cases
of accidental homicide where a third party intervened in
an argument.
Relation will refer to the status of victim and assailant
prior to the homicide i.e., whether they were known to one
another, unknown or whether the relation could not be de¬
termined, given the details of the case.
Data Analysis
There were a total of 1580 homicides that occurred in Atlanta from
1970 to 1976. Table 3 shows the relation between the race of the assail¬
ant and the race of the victim. There is a strong relationship between
the race of assailant and race of the victim as demonstrated in the per¬
centages. Of the total number of Blacks killed, 92 percent were killed
by Black assailants, 1 percent of the Blacks were killed by whites and
7 percent were killed by perpetrators who were unknown. By comparison,
17
TABLE 3











Black 92.0 1.0 7.0 100.0 1231
White 28.0 57.0 15.0 100.0 349
of the total number of whites killed, 57 percent were killed by members
of their own group, 28 percent were killed by Blacks and 15 percent were
killed by unknown perpetrators.
The findings of this table are similar to the findings of Wolfgang,
who in 1958 found that the largest percentage of violence occurs intra-
racially, within the context of one's respective racial group, with both
Blacks and whites being killed proportionately more by members of their
own race than by members of the other race.
Table U illustrates the relationship between the sex of assailant
and the sex of the victim. Of the 1252 males killed, 70 percent were
killed by males, 21 percent were killed by females, while 9 percent of
the men were killed by unidentifiable persons. The women exhibited a
somewhat different pattern. Twelve percent of the women were killed by
members of their own sex. An overwhelming percentage of the women were
killed by male assailants, a figure of 80 percent, while the remainder
of the victims were killed by persons who were not identified. This
table points up that males are more frequently involved in homicides
18
TABLE 4











Male 70.0 21.0 9.0 100.0 1252
Female 80.0 12.0 8.0 100.0 328
wherein females are the victims.
Table 5 shows that of the female assailants 2 percent killed for
unknown reasons, 12 percent for reasons of sudden anger, 2 percent for
robbery, 64 percent for domestic reasons, 0 percent for narcotics, 6
percent for emotional reasons, 2 percent for motives of drunkenness,
1 percent for motives of horsplay and 12 percent for other motives.
When males are taken into consideration, we find that motives are more
highly dispersed among the categories of homicide. Of 1134 male assail¬
ants, 6 percent had unknown motives, 24 percent had motives of sudden
anger, 13 percent for reasons of robbery, 18 percent were domestic
reasons, 2 percent were involved with narcotics, 9 percent were emo¬
tional motives, 9 percent were motives of drunkenness, 1 percent were
involved in horseplay and 1 percent had other motives. Thus, in looking
comparatively at the assailants, males as well as females, the latter
are more likely to commit domestic homicides. The males, for their part,
have the highest frequency of homicides in the category of sudden anger.
One might explain these findings in the light of the difference in life-
19
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Unknown 6,0 2.0 72.0
Sudden Anger 24,0 11.8 1.0
Robbery 13.0 2.0 21.0
Domestic 18,0 64.0 .0
Narcotics 2,0 .0 3.0
Emotional 9.0 6.0 1.0
Drunk 9.0 2.0 .0
Horseplay 1,0 1.0 .0
Other 19.0 12.0 2.0
Total Percent 100,0 100.0 100.0
N 1135 304 141
styles exhibited by men and women today. It may be possible that men
generally experience a greater amount of stress than women in the
sense that society dictates that they must assume the role of bread¬
winner, father and head of the family. On the other hand females may
be dissatisfied with the traditional role of housewife and mother and so
stress in the home might be indicative of a desire to assert themselves*
Table 6 shows the relation between the race of assailant and the
motive. Of the Black assailants, 5 percent had unknown motives, 21 per¬
cent were sudden anger motives, 11 percent were robbery related homicides.
20
TABLE 6
MOTIVE BY RACE OF ASSAILANT
Motives







Unknown 5.0 8.0 72.0
Sudden Anger 21.0 19.0 1.0
Robbery 11.0 6.0 21.0
Domestic 29.0 25.0 0.0
Narcotics 2.0 1.5 3.0
Emotion 9.0 7.0 .0
Drunk 6.0 15.0 .0
Horseplay (less than 1 percent) 1.5 .0
Other 17.0 17.0 2.0
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 1224 2.5 141
29 percent were domestic, 2 percent were narcotic, 9 percent were emotion
related, 6 percent were drunken motives, less than one percent were homi¬
cides where horseplay was the motive and 17 percent of the motives of the
Black assailants were other-related. Of the white assailants 8 percent
had unknown motives, 6 percent had motives of robbery, 25 percent had
domestic motives 1.5 percent had narcotic motives, 7 percent were emo¬
tional motives, 15 percent were drunk motives, 1.5 percent had motives
of horseplay and 17 percent were other related homicides.
These data show that both races experienced a high degree of
21
domestic homicides, the most frequently occurring motive. Both groups
were shown to have a high percentage of sudden anger motives in the com¬
mission of homicide.
Table 7 shows the weapon used by the race of assailant. Among Black
assailants, 78 percent used guns, 13 percent used knives, 3 percent used
bodily methods (beating), less than one percent used methods of strangu¬
lation, 3 percent killed by using blunt objects (such as frying pans,
axes, iron pipes, pool sticks, mophandles, etc.), 1 percent used liquid
substances such as scalding water, molotov cocktails and gasoline bombs.
The weapons used by 2 percent of the Black assailants were not recovered.
Of the white assailants, 69 percent used guns, 16 percent used
knives, 6 percent used bodily methods of inflicting homicides, 2 percent
used methods of strangulation, 5 percent used blunt objects, 0 percent
used liquid substances and 2 percent of the weapons used by white assail¬
ants were not recovered.
This table reveals some interesting results. Unquestionably, guns
are used as weapons in the commission of homicides more frequently than
any other weapon. When we consider race of the assailant, we find that
although all groups show a high percentage of assailants using guns. Black
assailants have a slightly higher percentage in comparison with other
groups. This finding is one of special note in that one would expect that
whites would be able to obtain guns more readily than Blacks due to greater
economic power. Yet, it would appear that Blacks nonetheless have a higher
percentage of assailants killing by guns than whites or assailants who were
unidentified. This fact may well be explained by the availability and
easy access with which handguns can be obtained.
22
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Gun 78.0 69.0 57.0
Knives 13.0 16.0 8.0
Bodily 3.0 6.0 5.0
Strangulation less than 1 percent 2.0 5.0
Blunt Object 3.0 5.0 11.0
Liquid Substance 1.0 .0 1.0
Not Recovered 2.0 2.0 13.0
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 1224 215 141
For example, in Fulton County from 1971 to the present, 15»677 gun
2.S
permits were issued. While this number is merely a rough approximation
of the real number of guns in circulation, (not to mention guns obtained
across the counter, in pawn shops for example) this does give an insight
into the impact of firearms on homicides. In addition, when one considers
revenue figures for Fulton County for 1971 to the present, the figures
are even more telling. In 1971 $4,405 was obtained from the purchase of
guns and in 1976 and 1977 inclusive, $56,004 was obtained. This overall
increase in revenue gained by Fulton County is largely attributable to the
passage of Senate Bill 673» effective July 1976. This bill made it legal
2.S
Figures were obtained (1971» 1972) from the Revenue figures provided
by the Probate Office, Fulton County; 1973 to 1977 figures were taken from
Budget Report for those years. Probate Office, Fulton County.
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Guns 78.0 69.0 57.0
Knives 10.0 25.0 8.0
Bodily 4.0 2.0 6.0
Strangulation 1.0 less than 1 5.0
Blunt Object 4.0 2.0 11.0
Liquid Substance 1.0 1.0 less than 1
Not Recovered 2.0 1.0 13.0
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 1135 304 141
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to carry a concealed weapon provided one had a permit. Thus it would
appear that the availability of handguns does have some impact on the
incidence of homicide.
Table 8 shows the relationship between the sex of assailant and the
weapon used. Of the 304 female assailants, 69 percent used guns in com¬
mitting homicide, 25 percent used knives as weapons, 2 percent used bodily’
means, less than a percent used methods of strangulation, 2 percent used
blunt objects, 1 percent used liquid substances and the weapons used by 1
percent of the females were not recovered. When men were taken into con¬
sideration, it was found that men are also big users of guns. Seventy-eight
27 Ibid.
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percent of the male assailants used guns, 10 percent of them used knives,
4 percent used bodily methods of inflicting homicides, 1 percent used
methods of strangulation, 4 percent used blunt objects, 1 percent used
liquid substances and 2 percent of the weapons used by male assailants
were not recovered. Of the cases wherein the assailant could not be
identified, 57 percent used guns, 8 percent used knives, 6 percent used
bodily methods, 5 percent used strangulation, 11 percent used blunt
objects, less than 1 percent used liquid substances and 13 percent of
the weapons used by this group were not recovered. This table shows
that guns were used frequently by both males and females in committing
homicides, however, men are more likely to use guns than women and women
are more prone to using knives than men.
Table 9 shows the relationship between race of assailants and rela¬
tion. These data show interesting results. Of the Black assailants, 59
percent killed victims who were familiar to them, 12 percent of the Black
assailants killed victims with whom they were unfamiliar and 29 percent
of these assailants killed persons in which relation could not be estab¬
lished.
Of the white assailants, 50 percent killed familiar persons, 18
percent killed unfamiliar persons and 32 percent of the whites killed per¬
sons whose relations were not determined. Of the unidentified assailants
3 percent killed familiar persons, 10 percent killed unfamiliar persons
and 87 percent killed persons whose relation was not established. This
table illustrates that there is a definite relationship existing between
race of assailant and relation.
Table 10 shows the relationship between race of victim and assailant
by relation. Of the Black victims that were killed by Black assailants.
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TABLE 9









Familiar 59.0 50.0 3.0
Unfami1iar 12.0 18.0 10.0
Indeterminate 29.0 32.0 87.0
Total Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 1124 215 141
TABLE 10
RACE OF VICTIM AND ASSAILANT BY RELATION
Race of Victim/Race of Assailant
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent
Relation B1ack/Black Black/White White/White White/Black Other
Fami1iar 63.3 42.1 49.5 9.6 5.5
Unfami1iar 8.4 31.6 18.3 63.9 9.6
Indeterminate 28.3 26.3 32.2 26.5 84.9
Total Per-
cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
N 1123 19 202 83 146
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63-3 percent were familiar, 8.4 percent were unfamiliar and 28.3 percent
the relation could not be determined. Of the Black victims killed by
whites, 42.1 percent were familiar, 31*6 percent were unfamiliar and 26.3
percent of the cases in this category had undetermined relations. Of
the white victims that were killed by white assailants, 49.5 percent were
familiar, 18.3 percent were unfamiliar and 3*2 percent were cases in
which relation was not determined. Of the white victims that were killed
by Black assailants, 9-6 percent were familiar, 63.9 percent were un¬
familiar and 26.5 percent were undetermined relations. Of the other
victims, 5-5 percent were familiar, 9*6 percent were unfamiliar, 84.9
percent were cases in which relationship could not be determined. In
addition it might be noted that when looking across racial lines. Black’
victims and white assailants and also white victims and Black assailants,
we find some interesting findings.
When Black victims are killed by white assailants, they are gen¬
erally known persons. When whites are killed by Black assailants they
are unfamiliar and are probably engaged in impersonal crimes such as
robbery. Thus, these data show that there is a relationship between race-
of the victim and assailant and relation.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
In this chapter the findings of the study will be presented.
This chapter will also include the implications of this study for future
research and an attempt will be made to show how existing theory on
social problems and homicide might be formulated, in light of the find¬
ings of the present study.
The study found that there is a strong relationship between the
race of the assailant and the race of the victim, with a greater pro¬
portion of Black victims being killed by Black assailants. This finding
coincides with the finding in Wolfgang's study (1958) that there are
generally more homicides occurring intra-racially than inter-racially.
Among the assailants, both males and females, male assailants
were widely distributed among the motives. Sudden anger showed the
highest percentage, followed by domestic and robbery related motives.
Female assailants showed their greatest representation in the category
of domestic motives.
In a consideration of motives between the races. Blacks were more
likely to kill for domestic reasons and the same was found to hold true
for whites.
Another finding concerned the race of assailant and the type of
weapon used. Among the Black assailants, 78 percent used guns, followed
27
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by 13 percent that used knives. Among white assailants, 69 percent
used guns and 16 percent used knives. Here the evidence shows that
Blacks are more likely to use guns than whites, while whites are more
likely to use knives as weapons than Blacks.
When weapon by sex of assailant is examined, we find that of the
male assailants 78 percent used guns and 10 percent used knives. When
female assailants are considered, 69 percent used guns and 25 percent
of the women used knives. Here the finding points up the fact that a
larger percentage of males used guns than females and a larger percent
of females used knives than males.
When race of assailant by relation is examined, we notice that of
the Black assailants 59 percent killed victims with whom they were
familiar, 12 percent killed persons who were unfamiliar and 29 percent
killed persons whose relationship could not be determined. Of the white
assailants, 50 percent killed familiar persons, 18 percent killed un¬
familiar persons and 32 percent killed persons whose relationship could
not be determined.
As demonstrated by the findings of this study, homicides among
Blacks is still a problem to be reckoned with in the Black community.
Blacks in Atlanta for the years 1970 to 1976 showed a tendency to kill
familiar persons, and while the data in this study did not provide an
explanation as to why this occurs, this is an area in which additional
research is sorely needed.
Another facet of the study which merits further exploration deals
with weapons used by the assailants. As noted above, in all groups:
Blacks and whites? males and females? there is a definite pattern which
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emerges in that a large percentage of them used guns in committing homi¬
cides. Here, future research might be conducted on the availability of
handguns and would clarify the extent to which guns impact upon the
phenomenon of homicides among Blacks.
One might also probe the implications of the labeling perspective
for Black homicides. Here, social problems exist to the extent to which
they are defined so by a socially significant group. It may well be the
case that homicides among Blacks continue to persist in that they affect
only a small portion of the society, namely Blacks. It would appear that
any meaningful attempt to eradicate the problem of Black homicides would
necessarily call into play the support of the larger society. As of yet,
little has been done in this regard.
A final implication for future research is concerned with the
finding that Black assailants killed for domestic reasons over all other
motives. It would appear that domestic disturbances arise due to under¬
lying conditions of stress and it would be extremely useful to identify
some of the sources of stress and tension which would explain the preva¬
lence of domestic motives among Black assailants.
In light of the theoretical perspectives on social problems, one
might argue that homicides among Blacks can neither be divorced from
community life and relations among Blacks, nor from the larger socio-
historical context of which it is a part. Here the concept of "cultural
lag" is crucial, for it would appear that there is still an unbridgeable
gap between Black expectation and reality in the areas of housing, health
care, employment and the quality of education. While Blacks have made
considerable strides in these areas in recent years, the largest per-
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centage of these advantages accrued to the Black middle class. This
fact is not inconsistent with what is generally known with respect to
the class level of offenders; that most are members of the lower class,
the dregs of society. In this connection, homicides among Blacks become
an aggressive response to society's inability to integrate some of its
members into the mainstream, while the rest of society progresses. This
situation not only has consequences at the societal level but is also
reflected in the group. Thus, homicide becomes an outlet for frustrated
hopes and desires in which killing a spouse (as in the case of domestic
homicides) or loved one is viewed by the assailant as a legitimate means
of compensating for that which society does not give.
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